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THE ADVOCATE OF PEACE. 



February, 



. . . The Gillette-Lodge bill, which forbids any Ameri- 
can to sell firearms, opium or intoxicating liquors to the 
natives of the Philippines and certain other islands in. 
the Pacific, has passed the Senate and is now before the 
House, where it ought at once to be approved without a 
dissenting voice. 

. . . Edwin D. Mead, on his recent return from half a 
year abroad, thus speaks in an interview in the Spring- 
field Republican: "Nothing is more impressive to me, 
after months of absence, than the great change in public 
opinion on the Philippine question since last spring. . . . 
I think there is little doubt that a majority of Americans 
see clearly to-day that the McKinley policy was a terrible 
mistake." 



Correspondence. 

B. Farrar, of Arkansas City, Kansas, writes to the 
editor of the Advocate of Peace as follows : 

" Your first article in the January number, ' Work 
for the Coming Year,' is brimful of good thoughts, ad- 
vice, suggestions, entreaties, etc. The first paragraph is 
right to the point to stimulate thought, zeal, and practical 
observance of the truths and excellent suggestions con- 
tained in all the other paragraphs. 

" ' One of the chief characteristics of our time is 
burdened conscience in regard to war,' you say. I thor- 
oughly believe that remark, though I have seen to this 
date but little tangible evidence of the fact. The fire is 
burning, however, though it is still smothered. 

" I am making the Advocate do work here by circu- 
lating it among pastors and others, and I know that the 
mighty truths therein published cannot be very long 
crushed and ignored. Others are, doubtless, doing as 
well or better than I. Now, how can we do more and 
better work sowing the seed which the great and good 
Society is putting into our hands ? We are the sowers. 
The field is the world. The great mass of the people 
believe in war, save here and there an isolated exception. 

" This city in which I live, Arkansas City, Kansas, has 
a population of about seven thousand, with about three 
thousand outside of the city who get their mail at this 
office, making ten thousand in all. Of these I am the 
only subscriber to the Advocate of Peace, so far as I 
know, and I know of but one person beside myself with- 
in our P. O. limits, namely, the local secretary of the 
Y. M. C. A., who is first, last and all the time opposed 
to war and in favor of peace. We have two orthodox 
preachers, one the pastor of the Congregational Church, 
the other, retired, a united Presbyterian, a D.D., and ac- 
counted a very able preacher. He was a chaplain during 
the Civil War, and boldly stands up for war, including 
the present one. The other pastors are mute regarding 
war." 

After outlining a plan for the organization of peace 
meetings, for educational work along peace lines, Mr. 
Farrar further says : 

" We find the motive power in the last paragraph of 
the editorial alluded to. I hope all will take special 



heed to that. I enclose a contribution of , to 

be used in any way you may see best to further the 
blessed cause of peace. Christianity, or Christian prin- 
ciples, seem to be almost absolutely ignored by, and 
moral and ethical principles at best wounded and bleed- 
ing at the hands of our Presidents and Congress, in the 
insane race for commercial and national supremacy and 
world-power." 

Mrs. R. J. Lindley of Avilla, Mo., writes : 

" I must try and circulate your paper more than I have 
been doing for a while. I feel stirred by the reading of 
the first page of the last Advocate to more diligence, 
and I will not forget as opportunity offers to send in 
substantial aid of a few dollars." 



Who Speaks? 

BY ASENATH CARVER COOLIDGE. 

Oh ! who or what is he, 

Christian or Taoist, 
Who saith murdering wars must be ? 

Who dreams that evil let alone 
Will furnish germs of good to coming men, 
And drives the devil's outcast maxims home again, 
Who knoweth not that wrong unrooted leads to fouler wrong, 
So helps the blind to grope and reel and stumble on ? 

Who saith of monster war 

'Tis just — 'tis right, 
Because the workless millions rise with fiery eyes 
And rend with battle-songs the dreaming skies ? 

God pitieth their plight — 
Oft cried aloud and would have hovered them, 
E'en as He would the headstrong hosts of old Jerusalem; 
He seeth the starving babes, the needless sacrifice. 

Not Truth nor Sense 

Will say war's right, 
Because there shineth, now and then, 
Along the warring lines of sinning men, 

God's light of recompense. 
He seeth and saveth every grain of good 
That lies ungarnered 'mong the festering brood; 
He knoweth what the heart-starved warrior might have been. 

Night answereth unto night, 

Men's ignorance to men; 
Oh soul, be strong, lest night be doubly dark, alway! 
Oh speed the time for which the angels pray, 

When, with dear Love's insight, 
The dusky bride shall marshal starry throngs 
And answer thus, unto the perfect Day, 
" No more shall deeds of war or violence be done! " 



Gentle and Mighty.* 

BY IDA WHIPPLE BENHAM. 

The Child that in the manger lay, — 
A babe, a lamb, yet strong to bless, — 

Dwells in the contrite heart alway, 
And proves the power of gentleness. 



•Read at the American Friends' Peace Conference, Philadelphia, 
December 13, 1901. 



